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(54) RETRIEVAL EXPRESSION GENERATING DEVICE 
(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the retrieval expression 
generating device which lightens the burden of retrieval expression 
generation on a user by efficiently displaying information for 
narrowing down requests to retrieve documents. 
SOLUTION: When this retrieval expression generating device 
generates a retrieval expression for document retrieval, a document 
data holding means 1 holds pieces of document data. Further, a 
retrieval key word holding means 2 holds an inputted retrieval key 
word. A near word extraction condition holding means 3 holds 
inputted near word extraction conditions. A near word extracting 
means 4 extracts near words from the pieces of document data 
according to the retrieval key word and near word extraction 
conditions. A near word list generating means 5 generates a new 
word list from the near words and a near word list holding means 6 
holds it A key word adding means 7 accepts choices to the near 
words included in the displayed near word list and adds the selected 
near words as retrieval key words. A retrieval expression generating 
means 8 generates a retrieval expression from the retrieval key 
words. 
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